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The Effects of "Thinking Maps" Implementation on Increasing 
Student Reading Achievement 

I. PROJECT OVERVIEW: 

A. Investigated Issue and Rationale 

Schools across the United States are constantly looking for ways to improve 
instruction and student achievement and Nebo Elementary is no exception. With 
N.C.'s Standards for Accountability, students in elementary grades three through 
six take End of Grade Tests in Reading and Math. In this high stakes 
environment, teachers and administrators have grown increasingly concerned 
about students who perform poorly on standardized assessments. 

Teachers and administrators in this study are agreeing to do so as part of a 
collaborative effort to improve thinking skills and strategy instruction in the area 
of reading, a documented weakness at Nebo Elementary School. Kindergarten 
through sixth grade teachers as well as support personnel agreed to participate 
in staff development in "Thinking Map" training in an attempt to increase higher- 
level thinking skills necessary for reading achievement. The staff agreed to 
implement the eight thinking maps into their instructional strategies especially in 
the area of reading. Each of the eight maps is based on a fundamental cognitive 
skill: 

Comparing and Contrasting (Double Bubble Map) 
Sequencing (Flow Map) 
Classifying (Tree Map) 
Cause-Effect Reasoning (Multi-Flow Map) 
Contextual Clues (Circle Map) 
Part to Whole Relationships (Brace Map) 
Relating Factors within Analogies (Bridge Map) 
Describing (Bubble Map) 

By investigating the correlation and impact of the utilization of Thinking Maps on 
student achievement in the area of reading, I hope to develop a strong rationale 
for the continued development and utilization of this instructional strategy and 
ultimately, increase reading achievement levels for the students of Nebo 
Elementary. 
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