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Leog Beach; Faulilernin

Elementary
maps triumph

Education: L.B. school
on verge of failure
ghapes up and wins.
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LONG BEACH — One year
Cimto ber tenure s ,E:rin:ipu.] it
Theadare Roossvell Elementnry,
Stelnnle Helomon bad a scare

]n!l‘llll.hu'ldwlwn:ju;tm

poimt away on its state test soones
* from being set om the road to stato
takewver It hadnt helped that
ane-fourth of the schooel's eadhers
had left sinoe she arrived.

1 bzt myself up for a whals
year,” she mvs

Hensevell was o Lhe brink.

But, thres yoars lnier, it has
bemene a dramatic lurmarcund
swcnss story, thanks in largs
part, she savs, to circles, boes,
bubbles, trees el bridpe.

The yearaoend school saw ils
aradomic  performance  index
nambers = & guide to acndemic
progress — |eap LIS paints in the
last two years, and last vear it
munde the largest gnin among cle-
TRFTILaTY and & achools in
ithee districl

The 1674 Lindsn Ave scheool
made those gains serving low-
intome studenis, 85 percent of
whem nre  English-lunguage
lenrners and all of whm are on
frve-lunch programs.

“We nre outperforming, given
my demographbes, " she snys. “And
e e ok sntisfied yet”

The key o the school's recent
success, she saye. s “thinking
maps,” geometric shapes children
draw o represeni  thought
processes, guch ns comipare-and-
conirast, sequencing and cause
and-effiect, The mags “show them
whit's in their heads™ Holzman
k)

“They're sort of a ... dovies for
the children to remember the
kind of thinking they are doing”

Take cempare-and-ontmst,
which children demonstrote by
drmwing u “double babble map™on
u wie aheet of paper,

Ini cne recend fth-grade class,
kids comyparne the Lruils of tao séo-
1y chnrnclers, Prince Bral and
demmy, by drawing o circe
around ench of the chornclers’
LT 5

Studenis then write each traid
that they brainstorm, such as
val” im eirches surrunding the
two chamcters’ names. Circles

oniEmon bmuts ore oo |

conbnming

nectid by two lines (o both Prinee
Brat and Jemmy, Uncommen
traile are connecled by & mngls
lipe Lo ey one chiericter,

Buisseialt slisdends nre Laaght
to recognize which of the school's
eight “thinking maps® to use to
work t‘hhll.:gh f thl. such aa
i bubbde map to show description,
o tree map to show classification
and extegorization, & low map 1o
show sequences, or i bridge map
ta show annlagies

The repested use of such maps
trains kids to pes which thinking
sicille ame used in solving differant
problems, Holoman savs

"Wi're resally showing sight dif-
{erent ways bo think, eight differ-
ent waye to undersiand” she
EnyE 50 its ool o logie problem.
' really how we think, how we
probdem-petve

Without mups, the child may
came up with the rght nnewer,
but have no cear iden what
thought process he used o find it,
ghe aaym

Thie child may say to himseif, *T
donl know kew [ did 1t but I rut
it right.” neconding to Holeman.
“The Leacher anyn, “Tho this thing,'
Pgotil”

Tow ey kd will sy it n oom-
pare-and-contrast mathematical
probilem,” Holzman sayve.

"Without the thinking maps,
the leds can din the m‘l.i-.-il;..'.' Halz-
man mdds “Hut they dont undser-
stand what's going em in their
head. Thoy can’t generalizs from
pae srtuation to anciher,”

Fifth-grader Thny Gonalesz,
working io compare Prince Brat
and Jemmy, likes drmwing the
uhapes, “You organize all your
thinking in o map,® he exploina.

When asked hew he decides
which map to wse, (ronzales pos-
es and snys, Il depends on what
kind of thinking you are doing.”

Teacher Amber Lane moanitors
the studemla in this more
advanced fifth-grade cinss as they
drarw, She had no experience with
thinking maps before coming o
Roosevelt Mow she swenrs by
them,

“T've meally seon a big difference
in the way students prooss and

_

Reyna Tuchez, Jericho Williams and Tory Gonzalez, from left, fith-graders al Theodore Rocsevelt Elementary School in

Long Beach, work together on a “thinking map”™ o compare and contrast characters in a book they are reading.
By Moty Prisccs-Teltopnm

organizo theer theughis,”™ she arye,

"Thimking maps are very usefl for
E!LFIHh—I.H:I.HTIﬂ.“I:‘!-m Holemnan
says. Mops lot them focas on ahow-
ing what they have leamed while
pasipan i worrsss. ahaul gramomar,
voznbulnry, puanctuontion  and
speiling.

After being taught to understand
musps in the enrly grades, children
are expected &0 begin recogmizing
how to apply them, fiesg by cluing in
om ey words |Tke “after,” “next” or
"bechimse”

By produstion, U children ahoold
b absle to applhy the mops to complex
suhjects, filbe history, where key
wirds may hol always be svident

1t becomes their bag of strtegies
thay use for the resi of their lives,"
ahi gays

For Holmman, thinking maps are
a major redsan for e school's oome-
hack. She firet come to know them in
her provious job working as an
silmingitrater for the school district
Teachers  hawe enthusisstically
embroced them st Roosevell, she
anys

“We camnmol teach these students
like we weere Langht. ® she says. “Their
neads are totnlby different.”

Stefanie Holzman, principal of
Theodore Roosevelt Elemantarny,
FiEviayeS 'I'hi'lél:ing Mags" on -:Es.pla.}' il
thia Long Basch schaol. Holzman ties
pokng in sluden] pedormance o such
mimps, which linh-gradens Kathben
Vian Tran and Thany Oak, from left,
discuss after resding.
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