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Parents and Teachers Working Together in the 21st Century

By David Hyerle, Ed.D.

Mapping and Seeing Relationships

ated her now famous annual treasure hunt for him and his iends. In

past years, Sara gave the kids verbal clues for finding linle neasures
in the woods. This year she decided 10 go in another direction: <he mede
a hand drawn map of the area around our house with Lindmirks clearly
identificd. The map was copied, one Tor exch child, with an “X* marking
the spots for every treasure. All the kids had 1o do was wet oriented and
follow the map. Yeah, right! They were so pumped up abou getting the
treasures, that we had to give them gentle guidance in linking the scwal
landmarks to the marks on the treasure map. They happily found the trea-
sures, the [ast treasure being a simple compass for every child

Cake and ice cream was almost secondary to the fun kids had with the

treasure hunt. Why? Beyond the obvious thrill of the hunt, there is some-
thing exciting and intellectually challenging about entering an unknown
land and finding our way 10 new things . . . with map in hand. This
process of discovery is a human passion, and mapping has been the
essential ool of this trade. When we make a map we are showing and
seeing relationships: vital information about relationships between our sur-
roundings and distant shores, from the ancient mappings ol the “Ma” canth
1o new solar systems. While the four comers of our globe have een “dis-
covered,” we are just
now able 1o map the
dynamic and ever
changing regions of
the humun brain. Of
course the terrain in
the brain is no static
landscape - it is con-
stantly reforming as
more information is
being absorbed and
discarded!

I ast week my son Alex had his seventh birthday, so my wile Sun cre-

Maps for Learning

So... why not use
mapping techniques
for the learning
process? For the past
few decades mind
mapping (also called
semantic mapping),
grdphlc orgunizers, and concept maps h.;ve been used by folks in the
workplace and by many teachers. Now many teachers are using some
form of these visual tools on a daily basis. Right now these graphics are
showing up across the content areas, in published textbooks, and even
within standardized tests. There is a strong history of research on the use-
fulness of these tools.

As parents, we often ask questions to help our kids think through daily
problems (see the guestion of the month). We may ask our kids these
kinds of questions:

How are you going to organize your toys?

What are the steps for getting rcady for school

What were the things that happened that caused you 1o get ni?

Where are all the pans of the Lego set?

Each of these everyday questions cannot be answered with o "yes™ or
“no” or in a4 multiple-<choice format. They require children to see patterns
such as groups of things, steps in a sequence, causes and effeas, pans of
things. The problem you and | face helping our kids get out the door are
the very same problems that 1eachers are trying to solve with vur kids
Similar weacher guestions might be:

How are you going 10 organize your ideas (or your piece of writing?

What are the steps for solving that math problem?

What were the events that caused the Civil War?

Where are the basic parts of the human body?
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It is so remarkable about how parents and weachers are asking the
same types of questions, just with different content.

Thinking Maps®

Let's put this all together. These types of questions are based on funda-
mental human thinking skills and they require leirnens 1o see patierns, ..
or how ideas relate 10 each other. As human beings, we think in paiterns
We also have some common patterns for thinking such as categorizing
(organizing), sequencing (steps), cause-clfecr (causes), and spatial reason-
ing (pants). These and other patterns all work together when we are learn-
ing If students have a basic graphic starting point for each of these
patterns of thinking = 1 mup = then they can begin to pattern the content
they ware learning in and across every content area. This was my simple
insight when | created a model of graphic tools called Thinking Maps®
in 1988. Just as teachers use these tools with their students, you can use
them very effectively with your child. By the end of this year of monthly
columns, | will have introduced all eight Thinking Maps to you.
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Thinking Maps®

Last month you may have seen this column where [ introduced the
Circle Map for helping learners brainstorm ideas about the topic “sharing.”
Last week T was in a first grade class in a local school and the teacher was
using the Circle Map for reintroducing one ol the letters in the alphabet
and then again for reintroducing o number This month 1 have another
map for finding new treasures in your children (See Map of the Month).

The Mind as a Live Treasure Map-

Just as my son and his friends got pumped up for the treasure hunt .
the treasure map slowed them down, The briin, while quite powerful, is
casily overloaded and distracted! Maps enable treasure hunters 1o focus on
the steps necessary o find each treasure. Of course, this happens in cliss-
rooms and at home as children jump 1o conclusions without thinking We
have found tha some children who have problems with being atentive in
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school respond well to visual mapping. Thinking
Maps and other mapping tools help learners
draw out their best thinking rather than impul-
sively blurting out an answer (see Thinking
Habit of the Month). By the way, brain
researchers have estimated that about 90% of the
information that comes into our brain comes
through our eyes! So it is no small wonder that
kids love to watch television. It is visually stimu-
lating. But this one-way stimulation is over-
whelming over time. The power of our visual
mind is thus also an advantage from which we
can draw. Using visual tools such as Thinking
Maps stimulates our children’s minds, giving
them guidelines to hold onio as they actively
build their own lively mind . . . full of unique
treasures to behold.

Question of the Month

The question of the month is less of a direct
question than an offer to your child to stop and
think by patiently asking, “Why don’t you think
about it?" This gives your child what teachers
call “wait time,” or time to wait and think about
the problem or question you just asked of them.
Back in 1974, an educational researcher found
that on average teachers were waiting for a
response from students to their questions for
less than one second after asking a question! By
merely waiting an additional two to three sec-
onds, siudents actually improved their academic
work. So try this out. After asking your child a
question, give him or her at least five seconds to
answer. Then ask, “Do you want to think about
it some more?” You will be telling your child that
you want thoughtfulness, not just any answer
that comes to mind.

Map of the Month

The Flow Chart, or Flow Map, has been a
traditional form of sequencing information and
planning for steps of any kind of operation.
Unfortunately, most students are shown informa-
tion in a pre-formed flow chan and are never
taught how to create their own. Here is a great
starting point. The next time you are planning
a day with your child, draw three large boxes
as shown above, writing beginning, middle and
end above the boxes. Have your child name the
three major events of the day from each time
period and then either have them write the
words or draw a picture in the box (depending
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on the age). For example, the events could be *
soccer game,” “grocery shopping” and “going to
the movies.” You can make this more complex
by adding substages below each box and have
them show the details of what they are going 0
do within each stage. How will this help your
child as a student? Teachers, almost every day,
ask their students to use or show the steps for
writing a story, telling the plot of a story, the
steps in a math problem, or the sequence of
events for something happening in school.

Mental Habit of the Month

One of the key “Habit of Minds,” as identi-
fied by Dr. Ant Costa, is called “managing impul-
sivity.” If our children don't know how to gain
control of their mind and focus on the task at
hand, they become lost on their way to new
treasures. For some kids impulsiveness — or
“one-shot thinking” — regulardy spirals into fail-
ure. How can you help your child become less
impulsive? One of the key strategies mentioned
by Costa is having students map their thinking
visually as described in this article. Effective
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thinkers put a plan together before working.
Here is a suggestion for helping your children
manage impulsive behavior: Whenever you are
about to take on a new project around the
house, or go on a trip, sit down with your chil-
dren and talk with them about how you do your
planning. Ask them to make suggestions and
changes. If you do this regularly, they will
become natural planners and begin to manage
their own impulsive behavior and reward you

. with thoughtful ideas. %
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