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Using An ti c i p a ti on Gu i de s
An anti c i p a ti on guide is a set of decl a ra tive statem ents to wh i ch stu dents re s pond before they re ad
( h e a r, vi ew) the materi a l . Because the statem ents are based on the inform a ti on in the materi a l ,
thinking abo ut them helps stu dents activa te pri or knowl ed ge and set learning purpo s e s . S tu den t s
re s pond by marking each statem ent A or D (Agree / Di s a gree) or T or F (Tru e / Fa l s e ) .

S t a tem ents of f act or op i n i on can be equ a lly good for el i c i ting thinking, as can ei t h er specific or
gen eral statem en t s . For ex a m p l e , the statem ents bel ow (from unrel a ted anti c i p a ti on guides) have
both provo ked lively discussion and excell ent thinking. The first is an example of a spec i f i c , f actu a l
s t a tem en t ; the second is a mu ch more gen eral statem ent of op i n i on .

The first Ferris wh eel was built in 1830.

People who live on a piece of land have the ri ght to own the land.

As you prep a re statem en t s ,t h i n k a bo ut how your stu dents would prob a bly re s pon d , given thei r
prob a ble back ground knowl ed ge and the overa ll level of t h eir thinking abi l i ti e s .P h rase ' the
s t a tem ents in a way that stu dents can use their com m on sense and re a s oning abi l i ties to re s pon d ,
even if t h ey don't know mu ch abo ut the top i c . The statem ents need to sound plausibl e , but the
correct re s ponses shouldn't be obvi o u s .

Before Re ading 
Have stu dents work in small groups to discuss the items and dec i de on their re s pon s e s . Th en have
groups share their ideas with the whole cl a s s .E n co u ra ge stu dents to explain their re a s oning by,
a s k i n g. " Why do you think so?" You may wish to have stu dents just share ide a s , or you may ch a ll en ge
t h em with probing qu e s ti ons that requ i re them to think more cri ti c a lly abo ut their re s ponses or
deb a te one another. Wh a tever the level of probi n g, it's a good idea to accept all re s ponses non -
ju d gm en t a lly, not let ting stu dents know who is wrong or ri gh t . This en co u ra ges stu dents to keep
thinking and arouses their curi o s i ty.

Af ter Re ad i n g
Have stu dents revi ew their ori ginal re s ponses and revise as needed . In doing so,
en co u ra ge them to rere ad to prove poi n t s , re s t a te key ide a s , com m en t , and ask qu e s ti on s ,
a ll of wh i ch wi ll help stu dents ref l ect on the new inform a ti on . You may also have stu den t s
wri te abo ut what they learn ed , i nvi ting re s ponse to qu e s ti ons like these:

- What was the most intere s ting thing you learn ed? 
- What made that intere s ting to yo u ?
- What was the most su rprising thing you learn ed? 
- Why åwas that su rpri s i n g ?
- Did you ch a n ge your mind abo ut anything? Why did you ch a n ge your mind?
- Is there anything that you are con f u s ed abo ut at this poi n t ?
- What new qu e s ti ons do you have? 
- How could you find the answers ?

Ad d i ti onal Ideas A series of An ti c i p a ti on Gu i de s , u s ed in an
i n s tru cti onal unit, can help stu dents make con n ecti ons from on e
p a rt of the unit to the nex t . For instance , the facts and con cepts that
a re the focus of one lesson are then inclu ded in the An ti c i p a ti on
Gu i de for a later lesson . In this way, s tu dents have a ch a n ce to make
use of recen t ly- learn ed inform a ti on in prep a ring to learn new
m a teri a l .

The anti c i p a ti on guide outline was cre a ted by Denise Ne s s el , P h . D.
( N UA) DENISEN524@aol.com


