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us to relate to events we do not personally experience.
Education models of change are well underway. For example, in the United States, the National Urban Alliance for Effective Education
provides professional development so educators can harness a student's culture or "frame of reference" and use it to help every student,
regardless of race or cultural or economic background, to reach his or her potential. In Eastern Africa, the Thinking Schools Ethiopia project
uses a pedagogy that includes frame of reference, inquiry and collaboration. The
pedagogy explores subjects such as relationships between historic oppression and the subjugation of the Black experience in Ethiopia today.
By so doing, commitment to learning and effort is expanded and lives are improved.
The classroom can and should be the incubator for change -- the great equalizer for children and communities across the globe. In an age of
global strife, to lose sight of the role of progressive education in the lives of children is to admit defeat in a war of ideas we cannot afford to
lose. What do we tell the children when the lives of so many remain in turmoil? Is it not the responsibility of adults and children to defend
the values of social and human justice in a diverse world? The children deserve answers in an increasingly scary global community.
Robert Seth Price is director of Thinking Schools Ethiopia www.thinkingschoolsethiopia.com. He can be reached at
robert@eggplant.org.
Eric J. Cooper is the founder and president of the National Urban Alliance for Effective Education, a nonprofit professional
development organization that provides student-focused professional development, advocacy and organizational guidance to accelerate
student achievement. He can be reached at e_cooper@nuatc.org. He tweets as @ECooper4556.
Follow Eric Cooper on Twitter: www.twitter.com/NUATC
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